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City Centre work: 
offices, call centres

“Rewrite 
pathway from 

benefits to 
economic 
activity.”

“Move to system of 
basic income for 

everyone.”

“Support the tech 
side of women.”

“Where is the 
parking?”

“1:7 Women suffer 
financial abuse.”

“Need experience:
language + confidence.”

“Support services for 
different religions.”

“Free childcare support for 
caring responsibilities.”

Work: hospitals, 
schools, care homes

“Co-working space, 
women share book-

keeping.”

“As a model for a new charity 
that pays women, AITY worked. 

2014: no one paid.
2024: 10 part-time staff paid as 
freelancers, artists and others.”

“Solution: support over 
3-5 years for change 

and develop women-led 
enterprise.”“Solution: more 

mapping and analysis 
of opportunities. Less 
rushed development 

programmes.”

“Solutions: free travel, 
increased bus 

networks, funding for 
multiple women-led 

enterprises.”

“NHS needs to 
change the way 

they are recruiting, 
influx of women 

from East 
Birmingham.”

“Transport networks 
are not adequate to 

connect smaller 
neighbourhoods: 
unaffordable and 

unsafe.”

Work: running businesses 
hair-dressers, catering, 

nails

“Ward End Park House: 
women founders, maker & 

event space, business 
units, training facilities.”

“Power of developers 
and bigger stakeholders 

(e.g. BBC) that drive 
decisions.”

“Central Government 
could trial a benefit/
economic buffer zone 

in east.”

“Opportunities for women 
with complex needs who are 
on benefits are keen to feel 

useful, however the benefits 
system stops them having a 

risk-free journey to safe
employment.”

“Solution:
Investment for community 
organisations to support 

women into employment and 
enterprise without risk.”

“Helping people DREAM: developing 
skills, getting cash economy into 
wider economy, market analysis, 

networking/market place, go 
beyond current limits! Shop local 
networks (virtual + in person).”

“Safe spaces to 
connect, be 

creative and be 
encouraged.”

“Stop putting pressure to 
just work (there is no 

space for development).”

“We need a driver behind the 
different initiatives/ 

community organisations.” 

“Parks: women only 
walk-throughs.”

“Solutions:  access to 
various means of 

transport (trains / 
bikes / trams).”

“Recognise the 
strengths of connected 

women, knowledge 
and ability.”

“Many women’s first job 
might be a dinner lady or 

teacher training.”

“Arts in the Yard events 
don’t have children. 

Always during the day. 
Women with children 
don’t tend to come.”

Work: Land Rover

Work: cleaning, 
retail, hospitality

“Equality of payment 
and opportunity.”

“Benefits system: 
receipt of PIP 
difficulties.”

“Cash economy: 
women don’t have 

bank accounts.”

“Seed funding to support the 
local women’s economy until 

they are self-sustaining or 
surrounded by peer support.”

“Schools, hospitals, care 
homes, cleaning: mainly in 

East Birmingham.”

“Schools encouraging girls to 
expand the vision.  Motivate and 
inspire young girls to have goals 

and aspirations and show that 
they can be independent , have 

jobs and small businesses.”

“Social enterprise started by young 
people/young women.  Selling 

t-shirts/jumpers, but the prices 
were too high for the local market. 
She wasn’t business minded - need 

social enterprise support.”

“High Streets: 
small units for 
small traders.”

“Alum Rock: 
retail, clothing, 
food/markets, 
hairdressers, 
take-away.”

“Dreaming: a marketplace 
for trading & opportunities. 

Local and regional.”

Work: cleaning, 
retail, hospitality

Work: fitness 
instructors

“There must be 
more education.”

“School gates: 
parents stay.”

“Create WhatsApp 
groups for women 
who may be stuck 

indoors, contacts at 
the school gates.”

“Dreaming: sport 
training, funding, 

connections, advice, 
work, businesses.”

“Someone holds the 
money - no family 

support.”

“Women Enterprise and 
Community Hub operates 

successfully in Sparkbrook - 
mostly thanks to funding.”

“Local employers: 
media and creative 

industries.”

“Make women aware of organisations 
who already help with:

• Health & hygiene 
• Insurance
• Catering courses
• Websites & using AI
• Financial help
• Interview techniques.”

“Create WhatsApp 
groups for women to 
discuss ideas, plans, 

selling products, etc.”

“Funding has been cut 
for language courses. 
This is essential for 

any women to get into 
the work place.”

Aston 
University 
business 

incubators

“What we have learnt:
• We need more women role 

models and representation
• More help with language courses
• Places that offer art workshops
• Help with abuse, financial abuse 

and control.”

“How we can improve:
• Women’s cooperatives working 

together
• Women mentors who have been 

successful in business
• Entrepreneurs who can inspire 

the next generation
• Value the skills women have, use 

these skills to earn money.”

“Stop community consultation. 
More continued community 

conversations to ensure 
relevance.”

“Bus stops and routes 
in better places. In 

neighbourhoods and 
the city centre.”
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